Dear All,


The booking sheet is released in two sections:



Why ....?




Why ....?




Why ....?



To force people to book only when they are sure they have something to run or, if you prefer, to prevent people booking "just in case" they may need time later.

So!  You got that right, didn't you!


Some people think that if the second sheet has not been released yet they can create their own.  This is not allowed and anyone who tries this again will be barred from using either instrument for a period.


I know that there is heavy pressure on the 400 instrument and that there is a scramble to book when the sheet is released.  If you wish you may send me your cell phone number and I will send you a bulk sms when the sheet is about to be released.  Send your cell phone number to 


082-56-27-037


Meetings of the Management Committee and then all of us will be called soon to discuss how to handle the pressure.


In the mean time some common-sense rules:


1.  Do not book more time than you need.  Do not book 2 hours to run 3 protons.  Do not book 2 hours to run one COSY.


2.  Use the strongest possible sample (up to about 20mg for a approximately 350 amu compound.  If you know (from TLC or otherwise) that you have a mixture, use more sample:  Use 10 mg for each spot on the TLC plate.


3.  Be aware that your sample can be recovered. If you do not have equipment to recover your sample, contact andy and he will arrange the recovery.


4.  Do not run 2D spectra on mixtures (unless it is a DOSY).


5.  Weak samples and samples with serious signal overlap or second order coupling problems may be submitted to Kevin or Andy for running on the 600. We shall require the sample dry mass and 16-scan proton spectrum before your sample will be considered.


6.  If you believe that another user is not observing these rules either gently remind them or contact Kevin or Andy.  We will gently explain the rules to the person concerned without your name being mentioned.


7.  At the risk of offending some people, please note that doing a lot of NMR does not necessarily indicate that you are doing a lot of work.  The spectrometer is doing a lot of work.


8.  If you have special needs for additional NMR time please speak to Kevin or Andy and if your reason for asking is a good one we will make arrangements to meet your need when ever possible.


9. The NMR does not recognize a user's department, group or supervisor.  The NMR recognizes only users.  All users, professors and post docs have exactly the same user rights AND responsibilities.


10.  If we do not all work together to optimally use these instruments it will be necessary to impose rules and restrictions on everyone.  In the extreme case a proton spectrum (taken in afternoon open time) may be required before ANY time can be booked. This will inevitably create delays before you can book and will create more work for Kevin and Andy, leaving them less time to care for the instruments and help you with your work.


Sincerely,


Andy

